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Public wants transparent accountability, says Khurshid






Boll-e-N (13)
By our correspondent
[bookmark: _GoBack]ISLAMABAD: The military should confine itself to initiating the process of and across-the-board ac- count ability and introducing an electoral system truly reflective of public demands, said Professor Khurshid Ahmad Wednesday.

Delivering a lecture on 'The new government and the agenda before the nation' at the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad, Professor Khurshid Ahmad said, "We have accepted the recent change with a heavy heart." Unfortunately, the Nawaz regime had led the nation to a point where an action like army takeover had become inevitable, he said.

He urged the military leadership to focus on major issues and not be mired into running the affairs of the state for long.

"Accountability can never be completed, it can only be initiated," he said, urging that "the armed forces should start the process of accountability as the nation was de Mending that all those responsible for the rot be brought to book."

The best course, therefore, for the armed forces was to leave as early as possible after setting the process of accountability in motion, he observed.
Giving an account of the performance of Nawaz government, the former senator said it was a despotic regime which resorted to extra-constitutional practices and looked upon the constitution with contempt.

"In his 32-month rule, the Parliament was made a rubber stamp. Nawaz Sharif attended the proceedings only for 32 hours and spoke in the House only for five and half minutes," he told the audience. This reflected the importance he attached to state institutions, he observed.

After playing havoc, with the Constitution in the form of 13th and 14th amendments, he attacked judiciary, persecuted the press, ruined economy and tried to destroy the institution of army, he noted. "This Led to army takeover, but we can only condone it, and urge the military leadership to ensure realization of its agenda in the shortest possible time."

Prof Khurshid Ahmed observed that martial law offered no solution to the problems the country was confronted with.

None of the previous martial law regimes were able to solve any problem or ameliorate worsening conditions, he recalled. "The pre- sent military leadership was, in fact, on trial, he said.

"We hope that it does not fail like its predecessors," he noted. The lecture was followed by a frank discussion and a question-answer session.
The discussion-penal included M Zia Uddin, bureau chief of daily Dawn, columnist Nasim Zahra and Air Marshal (retd) Ayes Ahmad Khan.
The program was attended by a very large number of people including diplomats, political analysts and students.

